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Although claim 13 and, as far as the method is practised in vivo, claims 
7, 14 and 15 are directed to methods of treatment of the human body 
(Article 52(4) EPC), the search has been carried out and based on the 
alleged effects of the composition. 



Claim(s) searched incompletely: 
5 7 8 12 14 15 18 

Reason for the limitation of the search: 

The wording "a T cell stimulating agent" of present claim 5 relate to an 
extremely large number of possible agents while support within the 
meaning of Article 84 EPC and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 

83 EPC is to be found for only a few agents. The claim so lack support, 
and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search over 
the whole of the claimed scope is impossible. Consequently, the search 
has been carried out for those parts of claim 5 which appear to be 
supported and disclosed, namely those parts relating to the agents of 
claim 6: antibodies to CD3, CD28, the T cell receptor, MHC peptide 
complexes binding the T cell receptor, phorbol esters and calcium 
ionophores. 

The wording "an anergic state inducing agent" of present claims 7, 12, 14 
and, by refererence, claim 15 relate to an extremely large number of 
possible agents while support within the meaning of Article 84 EPC and/or 
disclosure within the meaning of Article 83 EPC is to be found for only a 
few agents. The claim so lack support, and the application so lacks 
disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope 
is impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for those 
parts of claims 7, 12, 14 and 15 which appear to be supported and 
disclosed, namely those parts relating to the agents of claim 8, part 
(i): CD4+ CD25+ T cells. 

The wording "a substance or a mixture of substances mimicking the role of 
CD4+ CD25+ T cells" of present claim 8, part (ii), relate to a product 
defined by reference to a desirable property, whereas the application 
provides neither support within the meaning of Article 84 EPC nor 
disclosure within the meaning of Article 83 EPC for any such mimicking 
product. In the present case, the claims so lack support, and the 
application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search is impossible. 
Independent of the above reasoning, the claims also lack clarity (Article 

84 EPC): An attempt is made to define the product by reference to a 
result to be achieved. Again, this lack of clarity in the present case is 
such as to render a meaningful search impossible. Consequently, no 
search has been carried out for part (ii) of claim 8. 

The wording "agents binding to defined entities on the Trl-like 
regulatory T cells" of present claim 18 relate to an large number of 
possible markers and thus an extremely large number of possible agents 
while support within the meaning of Article 84 EPC and/or disclosure 
within the meaning of Article 83 EPC is to be found for only one single 
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marker and a few agents. The claim so lack support, and the application 
so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole of the 
claimed scope is impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried 
out for those parts of claim 18 which appear to be supported and 
disclosed, namely those parts relating to antibodies to the T cell 
receptor and MHC peptide complexes binding the T cell receptor. 



Claim 17 was interpreted as "pharmaceutical compositions comprising the T 
cells of claim *16* '...!". 
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